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Abstract 
The purpose of this study is to unearth the effect of parents’ level of education on pupils’ academic 
performance in public primary schools in western area urban. The study targets an estimated number of 
(60) parents, teachers, and pupils drawn from (5) primary schools in the western area urban. A purposive 
sampling technique was used to examine the total population of parents, teachers, and pupils in the survey. 
The findings of the study show that most parents were living in overcrowded homes, and they found it 
difficult to meet their physical and emotional needs to support and positively influence the academic 
performance of pupils in primary schools in the western area urban district. The findings further indicated 
that the majority of the parents had only secondary education. This implies that the education of parents has 
a significant influence on pupils’ academic performance. The study recommends that the Ministry of Basic 
and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE) and the Freetown Municipal Council, provide remedial adult 
education classes to improve the skills and knowledge of parents in other to build their capacities. The 
government through the Ministry of Land Housing and Country Planning builds more estates for parents at a 
cost recovery that meets the needs of a parent living in overcrowded homes. 
Keywords: Education, Academic Performance, Parents, Teachers, Primary Schools. 

 
1. Introduction 
Raya (2018), in his study focusing at children’s academic performance found out that, there was association 
between parent’s education with children’s academic achievement mediated by the home environment. In 
developed countries, research findings from both adults’ education and early childhood intervention 
programme note that the parent level of education is one of the most important factors influencing children 
reading level and other school achievements (Niklas et al., 2016). More highly educated parents have greater 
success in providing their children with cognitive and language skills that contribute to early success in 
schools (Chen et al., 2018).  
 
Tan et al., (2020) also found that maternal education had the most consistent direct influence on children’s 
cognitive outcomes. Therefore, this makes those pupils to achieve higher than those whose parents are of 
low education level. In the same view, Hirsch (2019) argues that, households with higher level of education 
stress on the importance of education for their children because they perceive education as a tool for 
overcoming ignorance and poverty. The study indicated that, literate parents focus more on giving their 
children education and hence spend time on helping their children with their homework and checking what 
their children have learned at school. The evidence suggests that literate parents follow closer their children 
academic progress by purchasing books, monitoring their children and providing stimulating experience 
(Mauka, 2015). These contribute to pupils’ achievement. 
 
Mothers who are more educated and have higher self-esteem have children who receive higher test scores 
(Akinbode and Olasunkanmi, 2016). Liu (2015) concluded that eight grader aspirations to attend college 
derive primary from parents’ education. Other researchers found substantial support for positive 
relationship between mothers’ and fathers’ supportive behavior, educational level, language spoken in the 
home and adolescent’s aspirations (Paat, 2017). 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
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In Sierra Leone, it has been established that poor families are more likely to be illiterate. Illiterate parents 
are not spending money on their children education as compared to their better off counterparts (Anthony, 
2019). Parents with low level of primary education are the ones who are illiterate and do not value 
education much. To the contrary, qualified parents are more likely to value education (Erola et al., 2016) 
found that at least half the variance in educational attainment was attributed to family background, including 
parental schooling. The above observation is consolidated by Arthur (2022) who studied the impact of the 
parental socioeconomic status on the academic achievement in secondary schools. In Tanzania, he 
established that the parents with high academic qualification and formal occupation know the importance of 
education to their children and they were not reluctant to support them in paying fees, buying books and 
provision of funds for remedial classes known as tuition. 
 
Numerous studies have underscored the significance of establishing strong connections between the home 
and school (Nzuruba, 2024). Parents ‘education is such a motivating force for a child which paves the way for 
his/her future. It is an admitted fact that the children of educated parents are more confident, resourceful, 
and experienced than the children whose parents lack education. The primary responsibility of parents is to 
ensure their children's school attendance and completion of assignments (MacDonald, 2019). However, as 
noted by these researchers, many parents lack formal education and are illiterate in basic subjects such as 
math, reading, and writing (Idris et al., 2020). Bakar et al., (2017) conducted a study on the ways in which 
student’s academic achievements are affected by parental education and their socio-economic status. 
Participants were 250 pupils taken from randomly selected departments and research findings are to be 
generalized to the University of Sargodha pupils. Pupils were selected from MA 3rd level with the 
demographic information of gender, role number and department. Data is collected from participants 
through a questionnaire which contains three basic variables. Parental education and socio-economic status 
are independent variables and student’s achievement is dependent variable. Analysis of data indicates that 
pupils belonging to strong financial status perform better than those who face problems in finance. Similarly, 
parental education boosts their children’s performance. 
 
Paweenawat (2024) indicated a connection between parental education and children’s academic success, 
emphasizing that this impact might differ based on gender. Unlike the study that explored the influence of 
parental education on both male and female children within the same household, the current investigation 
will not focus on gender disparities. Instead, it will analyze the educational outcomes of all learners. 
Anderson (2018) suggested that a higher level of parental education and stable income positively correlate 
with children’s educational advantage over peers whose parents have lower income, limited education, or 
semi-literacy. They argued that well-educated parents are more likely to provide an enriched educational 
environment, driven by their superior education and financial stability.  
 
Kiboi (2018) conducted research that highlighted the commitment of highly educated parents toward their 
children's education, both in terms of time and financial resources. The study revealed a link between family 
income and academic achievements. Consequently, parents with higher educational backgrounds often 
possess the means to invest in resources like expensive private tuition, teaching materials, and other 
educational aids. While this study sheds light on these connections, there remains a gap in understanding the 
influence of parental education on their children's academic performance. Parents who possess higher 
education than their children may recognize the value of providing intellectually stimulating activities, 
serving as a significant motivator. The educational achievements of pupils are substantially influenced by the 
educational involvement of parents, reflecting the wider significance of parental engagement in educational 
success (Castro et al., 2015). Ali et al., (2023) conducted research exploring the correlation between parental 
education levels and their children’s educational achievements in a town in South Punjab, Pakistan. The 
outcomes demonstrated a strong positive association between parents’ educational attainment and their 
children’s intellectual success.  
 
Das and Tiwari (2023) conducted a Norwegian study investigating the impact of parental educational 
backgrounds on their children’s educational progress. The study revealed a positive correlation between 
parents’ educational levels and their children’s academic success. The academic achievements of pupils are 
closely intertwined with the educational attainment of their parents. Educated parents are more likely to be 
engaged in their child’s education, including assisting with homework. Regardless of the setting, educated 
parents tend to invest in extra stationery and school supplies to enhance the learning environment and 
performance. Children with parents who have low educational aspirations may face challenges in terms of 
school readiness (Muthomi, 2019). Otieno (2019) conducted a study on the influence and impact of parents’ 
educational level on pupils’ academic achievement at secondary level of education. The study utilizes the 
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pupils’ results of the 9th class in secondary school certificate examination taken by the Board of Intermediate 
and Secondary Education Dera Ghazi Khan. The study found out the impact of parental education status on 
pupils’ academic achievements at secondary school level. The research population was the pupils of different 
public and private high schools of District Rajanpur, South Punjab. 200 pupils of grade 10th were taken as a 
sample randomly. After analysis of the data the research finds a significant positive relationship between 
parents’ education level and academic achievements of pupils. Davis-Kean et al., (2019) concluded that 
parental beliefs, education levels, and salaries significantly predicted academic achievements. Studies 
investigating the correlation between mothers’ educational attainment and pupils’ performance found that 
the mother’s education had a more substantial impact on academic success than the fathers. However, these 
studies were conducted in Western nations, leaving a knowledge gap concerning the influence of household 
characteristics in the suggested location (Magnuson, and Duncan, 2019). 
 
According to Mwakililo and Mgaya (2021) home set up such as space, furniture (chairs and tables), home 
chores distribution, silence and reading rooms provide encouragements for the pupils to take studies at 
home thus contribute to better academic achievements. Malumo (2020) also consolidates the above 
observation on the roles of the parents in facilitating pupils’ academic achievement when established that 
the heavy agricultural work at home, bricks making and involvement in the petty businesses among the 
pupils hindered academic performance among the secondary pupils in Kinondoni District Council. According 
to Dave’s model developed by Kikoti (2018) shows five aspects of home environment that influence the 
academic performance of a child. Bloom identifies five home environment processes namely: Work habits’ of 
the family, which refers to degree of structure and routine in home management and the emphasis or lack of 
it in educational activities over leisure activities after school hours and during holiday. Secondly, academic 
guidance and support which include parents’ frequent encouragement on schoolwork and their knowledge 
of pupils’ progress at school. The ability and quality of help provided by home for school related tasks 
includes adequate space and time for revision, relevant guidance and availability of learning materials. 
Thirdly, intellectual stimulation which is done by family members to provide intellectual interest to the 
pupils, for example, the type of reading which is done, the nature and extent of conversation about ideas, and 
nature of intellectual model which parents provide. Fourthly, language model and quality of language used 
by the parents and taught, either direct or indirectly to the child. Lastly, is academic aspiration and 
expectation which includes the parents’ knowledge on the pupils’ current schoolwork and the parents’ 
aspirations for the standard of the children educational achievement. 
 
Similarly, Puccioni (2015) argues that, most of children who are successful and well-adjusted come from 
home environment where good relationships exist between children and their parents, so parental 
involvement is much more likely to promote pupils school success when it occurs in the context of consistent 
home environment. Whether parents are helping and support their children school life can directly affect 
their personal and social development as well as their academic success (Mwakililo and Mgaya, 2021). This 
is to say, parental involvement makes a positive contribution to children’s educational achievement. Epstein 
(2019) argues that pupils at all grade levels do better academic work and have more positive school 
attitudes, higher aspirations, and other positive behaviors if they have parents who are aware, 
knowledgeable, encouraging, and involved. In his study Lazaro (2023) in assessing pupils’ performance 
focusing at home environment indicated that, schools need more involvement from parents since the chief 
benefits on their children’s education are higher grades, positive behavior and attitude and more effective 
schools. According to Wakiuru (2016) parental involvement in their children’s education takes on various 
forms. For instance, parents may be involved by volunteering at school, communicating with the school, 
participation in school decision-making, or supporting learning at home. According to Strickland (2015), 
parents agree that they have an important role to play in home-based activities when it comes to children’s 
learning. These home-based activities include, among others, monitoring their child’s school work and 
progress, discussing school related issues with their child, and assisting with homework. 
 
In a study conducted by Núñez et al., (2017) revealed that 95% of pupils reported that they performed 
highly in school at least some of the time when they received help with homework from their parents. 
Studies have shown marked improvement in pupils’ academic achievement when their parents are involved 
with their homework (Yahaya et al., 2020). Readiness for school learning especially performance at 
secondary level depend much on home set up, the home activities, motivation by parents availability of 
relevant extra reading materials in the form of text books and kind of guidance available at home. Also, 
frequency communication is required between school staff and parents to discuss ways to help their 
children. However, evidence suggests the most of these contacts are often school initiated (Kigobe et al., 
2021). 
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2. Methodology 
The study used the survey design as it entailed the collection of qualitative and quantitative data from the 
various respondents at the same time. This study adopted descriptive research design. Descriptive research 
design is a plan, a roadmap and blueprint strategy of investigation conceived so as to obtain answers to 
research objectives; it is the heart of any study (Rukwaru, 2015). The study used this design because it looks 
at the phenomena, events and issues the way they are (Onwuegbuzie and Collins, 2017). This design is used 
because it examine the problem at hand thoroughly to define it, clarify it and obtain pertinent information 
that can be of use to people in the education sector. The design is good in generalization of the results and it 
is easy to administer and record answers. 
 
2.1. Data Collection Methods and Instruments: Questionnaires were administered to 10 pupils, 40 
parents and 10 teachers. This means the sample constituted 60 respondents. This instrument was used 
basically due to its capacity to collect a lot of information from a large number of respondents and within a 
short period of time. The instrument is useful because of its ability to collect the data beyond the physical 
reach of the observer (Badore, 2018). A questionnaire is essentially a structured technique for collecting 
primary data. It is generally a series of written questions for which the respondents have to provide the 
answers (Kapur, 2018).  
 
A questionnaire survey was used to collect primary data from NSSF mid-level employees during the study. 
The questionnaire comprised both restricted or closed and unrestricted or open ended questions. The 
reasons for using open and closed ended questionnaire was to enable the coding process of data in the SPSS 
program. Questionnaires were pre-tested before being used. The aim was to test whether the questions were 
understood by the respondents to achieve the research objectives, to test whether the questions are relevant 
and adequate, to test whether the wording of questions is clear and suit to the understanding of the 
respondents with different background and to develop appropriate procedure for administering the 
instrument with reference to field conditions (Rasheed et al., 2021). Also, pre testing was assessing whether 
the questions are clear, specific, answerable, interconnected and substantially relevant (Arnold and 
Pfannkuch, 2019. The exercise helped to fine-tune the questionnaire. Some ambiguous questions were 
removed and others were rephrased. After a pre-test, questionnaires were revised; some questions were 
rephrased in order to make them more understandable. After revision, questionnaires were duplicated 
ready for use. The time for pre-testing was about 20 minutes per respondents. 
 
Questionnaires were administered to establish rapport and to explain the purpose of the study as well as to 
clarify the meaning of the items that may not be clearly as noted by (Willis, 2015). Caronia (2018) defines an 
interview as a tool, “whose purpose is to gather descriptions of the life-world of the interviewee with respect 
to interpretation of the meaning of the described phenomena". An interview is a data collection technique 
that involves oral questioning of respondents either individually or as a group. The answers to the question 
posed during an interview can be recorded by writing them down either during the interview itself or 
immediately after the interview or by tape recording the responses or by a combination of both. Interviews 
can be conducted with varying degrees of flexibility as described by Northridge and Metcalf (2016).  
 
Ren (2016) asserts that, an interview is regarded as an interchange of views between two or more people on 
a topic of mutual interest and emphasizes the social situations of research data. It is a research instrument 
for data collection that involves a collection of data through verbal interaction between the interviewee and 
the interviewer. Patton et al., (2017) argues that, it enables participants to discuss their interpretations of 
the world in which they live and express how they regard the situation from their own point of view and it is 
associated with very high response rate. Raya (2018) considers that the general interview guide approach is 
useful as it ‘allows for in-depth probing while permitting the interviewer to keep the interview within the 
parameters traced out by the aim of the study’. Therefore, in this study in-depth interviews were conducted 
and the answers were recorded immediately by writing down for further use in the analysis. 
 
Another method used to gather information from the pupils on the challenges they faced as they learnt 
mathematics was by using a focus group discussion. A focus group is a method whereby a group of six to 
eight people are brought together to discuss a given event or phenomenon in which they have a shared 
experience (Gammie et al., 2017). The researcher decided to use a focus group discussion because it is a 
technique that can be used where individual interviews are too time consuming and too difficult to arrange. 
It is an economical method of collecting a lot of verbal data. Among its strengths are providing rich and in-
depth data and allows the researcher to produce concentrated data on a precise topic (Brinkmann, 2022). 
The researcher conducted the focus group discussion with the participants using an interview guide with 
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semi-structured questions. The researcher facilitated the interaction and let the questions guide the 
discussion by allowing a flexible allocation of time to participants. Hence the researcher was able to explore 
new directions relevant to the study and allowed a more fluid interaction between the participants as they 
were given the opportunity to elaborate on each other’s answers. A dynamic interaction among the 
participants was encouraged for the purpose of stimulating their thoughts and all participants, including the 
researcher had an opportunity to ask questions. 
 
Various methods of data analysis can be used by researchers when they are conducting the research. 
However, based on the nature of this study and the type of data collected are the major aspects to consider 
during the time of data analysis (Mukherjee, 2019). Qualitative techniques begin by identifying themes in the 
data and relationships between themes. The researcher used qualitative technique to analyze data in the 
form of logical statements and arguments. This is because qualitative research helps people to see the world 
view of studies concerned. The researcher used qualitative to analyze data, whereby SPSS software package 
version 20 was used, percentages, tables, charts and histograms was used to summarize the amount of data 
obtained from the field. Computer program software called Statistical Package for Social Science (SPSS) 
version 20 was used. The reason of using SPSS is just because SPSS is a large and powerful general purpose 
statistical package with excellent data management facilities and high quality graphics (Pituch and Stevens, 
2015).  
 
Editing was done so as to eliminate errors that might happen during field data collection and also to identify 
any inconsistencies in data collection. It is also important to edit data in order to avoid entering wrong data 
into the computer software since when wrong data are processed, even the end result was wrong (Al-
Shallakh et al., 2021). Besides coding is the process of condensing data into smaller units through creation of 
categories and concepts from data (Li et al., 2022). Validity states whether is the instrument is capable of 
measuring what is accurate, effective and efficient (Al-Omari et al., 2022). This was achieved through setting 
standards on constructing questionnaires and interview related to the researcher’s objectives and questions. 
In this study, interview and questionnaires was generated in conjunctions with the researcher. This ensures 
that the interview guides and questionnaires focused on the topic under investigation and the purpose of the 
study was clearly explained to the respondents and issues of concerned were resolved satisfactorily. The 
procedures of interview and questionnaire were explained to the respondents. Lastly, respondents were 
assured of anonymity and confidentiality, which in turn encouraged frankness during the interview. 
 
Besides that, the type of data collected through questionnaires, interviews, and documentary sources are 
valid and reliable. The validity and reliability of data was based on the fact that, documentary data were 
obtained from the already worked data available in schools and those data from the primary source (from 
pupils). Data from questionnaires will supplement gaps that were occurred due to improper recording of 
data in documents, since questionnaires allow a particular person to explain what exactly he/she perceives. 
On the other hand, interviews provide reliable data because they draw data directly from one to be 
interviewed expressing his/her ideas. All these techniques improved the quality of data and hence its 
reliability. The above steps helped to ensure that the multiple sources of data collection such as literature, 
interviews and questionnaires were conducted under conditions and in an environment acceptable to the 
respondents and therefore ensured that the process and findings are trustworthy and valid. The anonymity 
and confidentiality of the respondents were ensured so that they enabled to provide information for use 
strictly for the purpose of the study. A rapport with the respondents was successfully established during the 
preliminary fieldwork study. The relationship of trust with the respondents was built, the credibility of the 
study was well be reinforced which was ensured that the discussion level to be high are necessary and 
relevant to the study. 
 
3. Results and Discussion 
This study used stratified random sampling to ensure that the two (2) zones in the western area urban are 
all represented. Therefore, stratified sampling and simple random sampling techniques was used to select 
the primary school in the Eastern and Western area of Freetown from which data were collected from pupils, 
parents and teachers. Schools from each zone had the same chance of being selected. The remaining schools 
were to be used for pre testing of this research and were not included in the research study. According to 
Nanjundeswaraswamy and Divakar (2021) a sample size for descriptive study should be between 10 percent 
to 20 percent of the population. Ten (10) pupils were selected from the selected primary schools, through 
simple random sampling techniques; also forty (40) parents were selected from the community teachers 
association (CTA) through simple random sampling techniques, and ten teachers were purposively selected 
from the selected schools, giving a total of sixty (60) respondents from each school, the number of schools 
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selected from the two zones (East and West) was five (5), thus the respondents for the each zone is 30 (30 x 
2). Therefore the population for this study is 300 subjects and a sample size of 60: Re (20% of 300; the 
sample size for this study is 60 subjects).  
 
3.1. Household Size of Respondents in Western Area Urban 
 

 
Figure 1. Household size of respondents in western area urban (Source: Field data, 2024). 

 
Figure 1 above showed the household size of respondents targeted in the study. 43% was made up of 
parents who lived in households that consisted of 1-4 children; the other group, 44% was made up of 
parents who lived in households that consisted of 5-9 children; the next largest category was 12% of parents 
that lived in household of 10-15 children. 1%, the smallest category, belonged to households that had above 
15 household children.  
 
3.2. The Effect of the Parents’ Level of Education on Pupils’ Academic Performance in Public Primary 
Schools in Western Area Urban District 
 

 
Figure 2. Parent’s level of education in western area urban (Source: Research data, 2024). 

 
In this part of the survey instrument the respondents were asked to rate the effect of the parents’ level of 
education on pupils’ academic performance in line with the items in Figure 2. The data indicated that 
majority of the respondents (33.33%) had secondary education, follow by (21.67%) of the respondents had 
primary education, another (21.67%) of the respondents were illiterate. 13.33% of the respondents had 
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vocational education, while (6.67%) of the respondents had secondary education and (3.33%) of the 
respondents had university education.  
 
3.3. Level of Father Education in Western Area Urban District  
 

 
Figure 3. Level of father education in western area urban district (Source: Research data, 2024). 

 
The study question asked the level of father education provided the following picture as shown on Figure 3, 
fathers who are illiterate accounted for (13.33%), those with primary school education accounted for 
(46.67%) of the respondents. Fathers with secondary school education accounted for (18.33%) of the 
respondents. Vocational education made (10%) of father’s education. College education made (8.33%) of the 
respondents and parents with university education made (3.33%). 
 
Figure 1, illustrated the influence of extended family ties in the lives of the typical African. Most of these 
parents were living in overcrowded homes and they find it difficult to meet their physical and emotional 
needs to support and positively influence the academic performance of pupils in primary schools in the 
western area urban district. Figure 2 implies that majority of the respondents had only secondary education 
which may not give them the opportunity to gain lucrative job. It was observed that education of a parent 
has significance influence on student’s performance. Figure 3 shows that majority of the fathers have 
primary education followed by those with secondary school. However the minority of the fathers possessed 
university education. The study established that parent’s education is likely to influence on pupils’ 
performance in primary schools in western area urban district. 
 
4. Conclusion 
The research objective sought to unearth the effect of parents’ level of education on pupils’ academic 
performance in public primary schools in western area urban. The study targets an estimated number of 
(60) parents, teachers, and pupils drawn from (5) primary schools in the western area urban. A purposive 
sampling technique was used to examine the total population of parents, teachers, and pupils in the survey. 
The study shows that most parents were living in overcrowded homes, and they found it difficult to meet 
their physical and emotional needs to support and positively influence the academic performance of pupils 
in primary schools in the western area urban district. The findings further indicated that the majority of the 
parents had only secondary education. This implies that the education of parents has a significant influence 
on pupils’ academic performance.  
 
5. Recommendations 
1) The results revealed that the majority of the respondents were in large households. Most of these 

parents were living in overcrowded homes, and they may find it difficult to meet their physical and 
emotional needs to support and positively influence the academic performance of pupils. Government 
should put measures in place to regulate large household size of parents.  

2) Results revealed that the majority of the respondents had vocational education. The government should 
provide an adult literacy programme to ensure that parents build their capacity as this will significantly 
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influence pupils' academic performance. Results revealed that the majority of the respondents were 
fathers with middle-income earnings. School administrators should encourage fathers with high incomes 
to give financial support to the underprivileged pupils in the school. Results revealed that majority of the 
mothers were middle income employees.  

3) The government should create an enabling environment for all parents to acquire post-secondary 
education. Teachers should help pupils with problems instead of punishing them. As for parents, they 
must guide pupils so that they can perform well. Parents must check the exercise books so as to know 
the progress of the pupils and help them to do their homework.  

4) The Ministry of Basic and Senior Secondary Education (MBSSE) and the Freetown Municipal Council, 
should provide remedial adult education classes to improve the skills and knowledge of parents in other 
to build their capacities. The government through the Ministry of Land Housing and Country Planning 
should builds more affordable houses for parents at a cost recovery that meets the needs of a parent 
living in overcrowded homes. 
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